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¡Bienvenidos a la clase de español!  I look forward to meeting and working with you this year as we begin studying the Spanish language and Hispanic culture.  It is my distinct pleasure to be your teacher and to build a classroom community that fosters cooperation, independence, intellectual curiosity, success and fun.  

The study of languages requires a great deal of commitment, motivation and independence on the part of the learner.  As a student in this class you will further your study of Spanish through the acquisition of a wide breadth of new vocabulary and new grammatical structures to facilitate conversation.  Daily activities will assess listening and reading comprehension, writing, and speaking skills.  Intrinsic to the course is the immersion of students in the Spanish language and Hispanic culture.  As part of the curriculum students will explore the impact of Spanish and the Spanish speaking world not only globally but within the United States.  Students will become acquainted with the art, history, music, and social trends of the Spanish speaking community, and thus be given the awesome responsibility of becoming citizens of the global community.   

The course AIM is to master the vocabulary and conventions at the checkpoint A Level of second language proficiency in Spanish as defined by the New York State Standards.  The Spanish 1 course culminates in a departmental exam that assesses the four skills.

Here are some procedures and rules to follow in order to make this year a success:

CLASS PROCEDURES AND REGULATIONS

1.  Students will arrive to every class on time.  Once in assigned seats, students will quietly work on the do-now or warm-up activity before the class starts.

2.  Students will always display polite, mature and appropriate behavior.  Profanity or insults of any kind will not be tolerated.  This is a language appropriate environment.

3.  Students will respect themselves, their classmates, their teachers and their classroom.   

4.  Students will groom and entertain themselves before or after class.  The only materials to be on the desks at all times, unless noted otherwise, are a pen/pencil, notebook and textbook.  NO cell phones, I-Pods, cosmetics, etc.

5.  Non-compliance with the above rules will result in various disciplinary measures, including, but not limited to, telephone calls home, service in the Time Out Room, detention, and referral to an administrator.  

MATERIALS PROVIDED BY THE STUDENT:

*  a 1” three ringed binder devoted EXCLUSIVELY to Spanish


*  pens/pencils

*  3x5 index cards (at least 200) to be left at home

MAKEUP/ABSENTEE POLICY

· Assignments are NOT ACCEPTED LATE, unless the student was out of school due to an illness or an emergency.  If a student is absent from school they are expected to make up all class work, obtain missed notes, and hand in any assignment ONE DAY AFTER THEIR RETURN TO SCHOOL.  In extenuating circumstances, for example, a long illness or family emergency, the student shall make arrangements with the teacher on an individual basis.

· Students who miss class due to a guidance appointment, field trip or other school related activity are EXPECTED TO HAND IN THEIR ASSIGNMENT ON TIME.

GRADING POLICY

Your quarter grade will be composed of an average of your test and quiz grades, oral presentations, written assignments, projects, homework, and active class participation.  Each assignment will have a point value.  At the end of the quarter I will divide the number of points you earned by the number of points that were offered for the quarter to arrive at your quarter grade. 
OTHER
1.  Plagiarism, copying and/or online translation is strictly forbidden.  Online translators are inaccurate and are not the words or ideas of the student, and is thus considered CHEATING.  ANY assignment suspected of online translation, cheating or plagiarism will not be accepted and will receive a ZERO.

2.  EXTRA HELP is available by appointment.
3.  A summary of daily plans and assignments, as well as a list of homework, is updated regularly on the class weebly page.  Weebly is used frequently throughout this course.  The address is: http://profdennispob.weebly.com/
Learning other languages is FUN – I PROMISE!  Lessons and daily activities will be enhanced through the latest educational and technological equipment.  

I look forward to an exciting and productive year with you all.  ¡BUENA SUERTE!
Sincerely,        
Señor Dennis
Dear Señor Dennis, 


We have read the grading policy, course descriptions, and behavior policy and we are aware of what is expected for successful completion of this course.

Name of student:  _____________________

Signature:  _________________

Name of parent/guardian:  ______________________

Date:  _________
Signature of parent/guardian:  ______________________________

